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Approved. 

OPEN SPACE BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
Minutes   

 April 9, 2003 
 
 

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT 
Ken Dunn   Linda Jourgensen Sean Kendall 
Bruce Bland   Larry MacDonnell  
 
STAFF PRESENT 
Mike Patton   Dean Paschall  Lisa Dierauf  Jim Reeder  
Delani Wheeler   Dave Kuntz  Ann Goodhart  Cecil Fenio 
Ronda Romero   Jim Schmidt  Susan Ross  Alice Guthrie 
Cathy Vaughan-Grabowski 
      
CALL TO ORDER 
The meeting was called to order at 6:05 p.m. 
 
AGENDA ITEM 1 – Director’s Update  
Dave Kuntz reported that the most recent Visitor Plan Advisory Committee (VPAC) meeting was 
the first of two community forums planned for public input.  He said there were nine presentations 
from various community groups at this meeting and committee members were able to ask them 
questions. Linda Jourgensen told her fellow Board members that the user group presentations were 
well prepared.  She anticipated hearing more from some of the conservation/preservation groups as 
only the Sierra Club and the Colorado Native Plant Society had represented that perspective.   
 
The Board retreat was rescheduled for May 10, 2003.  
 
AGENDA ITEM 2 – Matters form the Board 
Linda Jourgensen announced that the League of Women Voters published a report on open space.  
Mike Patton told her that staff would provide copies of this document for the Board.   
 
There was some discussion about the letter that Larry MacDonnell composed in response to the 
email all Board members received from Bruce Jones regarding the Hash House Harriers.  Mike 
Patton told the Board that staff intended to have an in-depth conversation with the group about 
their activities on Open Space and Mountain Parks (OSMP) land.  Regarding the use of flour to 
mark trails, Mike reminded Board members that people are expected to leave nothing behind when 
using the system.  He added that the city suggests the use of flour is less like littering and more like 
graffiti but might not consider it a violation.  Sean Kendall opined that the activities of the Hash 
House Harriers are not “passive recreation”.  Bruce Bland agreed with Sean and added that the 
standards for passive recreation should be higher when off-trail.  Dave Kuntz noted that the visitor 
plan, when completed, should provide guidance to managing this kind of situation. 
 
AGENDA ITEM 3 – Public Participation  
Nancy Love, 2255 North 75th Street, expressed her dissatisfaction with the management of the 
OSMP land adjacent to her property.  The prairie dogs, that were few in number when the 
property was purchased in 1994, have spread and moved onto her property.  She reminded staff and 
the Board that the initial plans for the area was to revegetate and create a wildlife sanctuary.    The 
barriers installed have failed and she claimed that her property values have decreased because of 
the prairie dog problem.  She also noted a significant decrease in her hay yield which she attributed 
to the prairie dogs. 
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Cathy Miller, 2147 North 75th Street, owns the second property south of the OSMP land in 
discussion.  Besides reiterating the problems with the prairie dogs she claimed that the original 
buildings on the property were also not being kept up.  She was not happy with the overall 
stewardship of this property.   
 
Don Glen, 658 Furman Way, reported that since the new lease agreement had been made with the 
glider pilots he has not witnessed any violations near raptor nesting sites.        
 
Larry MacDonnell asked staff if it had any plans to alleviate the problems with the prairie dogs 
encroaching onto the private properties of Ms. Love and Ms. Miller.  Mike Patton told him that the 
department is prohibited from doing anything by city ordinance.  They cannot be killed or 
removed, only contained, which is a difficult task.  The previous owner of the OSMP property 
removed all of the topsoil making revegetation without irrigation difficult.  He said the department 
is years away from getting the water rights to irrigate this land.  
 
Mike reviewed the attempts by staff to create barriers to impede the movement of the prairie dogs 
which have failed.  He told Ms. Love and Ms. Miller that the discussion must be with the city 
council but doubted that they would change the policy, especially on city owned land.  There is a 
study session planned when staff will make a presentation to the city council about the issue of 
prairie dogs so it is a topic that will soon be discussed.  Staff plans to bring the study session 
presentation to the Board before taking it to council so there would be a chance for their input at 
that time.  Mike added that the Board acts as advisors to the council on such matters.   
 
Dave Kuntz reminded the Board that isolated populations of prairie dogs become important if an 
epidemic of the plague should move through the area.  These populations may be the only ones that 
survive.  He added that it is tough to balance ecological needs and the needs of the adjacent 
landowners.  Larry stressed that the department’s problem should not become the neighbors’ 
problem.  He said that this particular population was not sustainable and staff should reconsider 
how they perceive this situation.  Sean agreed with Dave that the implications are broader than 
these immediate concerns. Dave said the controlling factors that kept the populations in check are 
no longer present and their natural tendency to move from one location to another is also inhibited.  
Larry suggested a variance to the ordinance that would be site specific.  Staff agreed to get advice 
about this from the city attorney’s office.  Bruce Bland reiterated that the law has limited the 
department’s ability to deal with the prairie dogs. He encouraged staff to pursue controlling them 
using the legal tools that are available.      
 
AGENDA ITEM 4 –  Consideration of the purchase of approximately 57.4 acres of 
land located on 2500 75th Street together with one and 1/8 shares of the Original 
Cottonwood Ditch and ¼ mineral rights from Helayne B. Jones for Open Space and 
Mountain Parks purposes 
Jim Schmidt presented this agenda item and described the visual, ecological and agricultural 
amenities of the property.  He related the importance of this stretch of Dry Creek and how this 
purchase contributes to the protection of the whole riparian corridor.  Jim reviewed the financial 
agreement for the purchase and told the Board about the need for fencing which would be 
requested from the acquisition budget.  He explained the mineral and water rights being purchased 
along with the property and mentioned that at some point in the future the department may be 
interested in pursuing the severed mineral rights.   
 
Return to Board & Staff 
Linda Jourgensen asked if this property would be a receiving site for relocated prairie dogs and 
Mike Patton assured her that it would not.  Ken Dunn inquired about the ability of the owners of ¾ 
of the mineral rights to go after the minerals on the property.  Jim confirmed that they do have that 
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capability.  Ken asked for additional information regarding the shareholders of the minerals, their 
rights and what the procedures would be in gaining control over those rights. 
 
 
MOTION    
Larry MacDonnell moved that the Open Space Board of Trustees recommend that the City Council 
authorize the purchase of approximately 57.4 acres of land located at 2500 75th Street together with 
one & 1/8 shares of the Original Cottonwood Ditch and ¼ mineral rights from Helayne B. Jones for 
Open Space and Mountain Parks purposes.  Sean Kendall seconded the motion.  Bruce Bland 
requested to amend the motion to include a recommendation to close the area to recreation at this 
time pending a full resource analysis and an established plan for the management of the property.  
(Staff concluded that a closure could be pursued through the city manager’s rule.)  Sean Kendall 
seconded.   
 
VOTE  
The amended motion passed unanimously. 
 
AGENDA ITEM 5 – Volunteer Report and Recognition   
Delani Wheeler thanked Cathy Vaughan-Grabowski, Lisa Dierauf and Susan Ross for the work 
each has contributed to the success of the volunteer program.  Mike Patton added that one of the 
benefits of the merger was to get Lisa and Susan together because, as a team, they have created a 
wonderful program.  Mike added that the number of hours contributed by volunteers is equivalent 
to 9 staff members.  Linda Jourgensen reminded the Board that other organizations, like FIDOS, 
also contribute, voluntarily, to the functioning of the OSMP program.  Susan reminded everyone 
that Board members are volunteers, too.  Lisa thanked the Board for their continual support of the 
volunteer program.  Mike reiterated the importance of recognizing Board members as volunteers.    
 
Public Participation 
Don Glen, 658 Furman Way, added that the volunteer program involves many high quality staff 
members.  
 
Return to Board & Staff  
 
MOTION    
Bruce Bland moved that the Open Space Board of Trustees adopt the following resolution:  The 
Open Space Board of Trustees joins the staff of Boulder’s Open Space and Mountain Parks 
Department in recognizing all of our volunteers during National Volunteer Week 2003.  We salute 
the more than 800 Open Space and Mountain Parks volunteers who contribute their talents and 
efforts, and help the department carry out its mission.  These irreplaceable individuals are an 
inspiration as they help to protect the resources that make Boulder so special.  Furthermore, the Open 
Space Board of Trustees and staff urge all citizens to join in extending appreciation to Open Space 
and Mountain Parks volunteers every day of the year, saying, “Thanks again for your dedication, 
commitment and excellent work!”  Ken Dunn seconded.   
  
VOTE 
The motion passed unanimously. 
 
AGENDA ITEM 6 – Update on Integrated Pest Management (IPM) Task Force 
Recommendations 
Alice Guthrie, City IPM Coordinator, admitted that initially no one realized what a big project this 
was going to be.  One of the work products from the group was the creation of the flow chart which 
makes the decision process clear, gives staff guidance and gives the public a sense of transparency 
that is important when conveying IPM decisions.  The Task Force has looked at urban lands and 
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natural lands but not agricultural lands.  The short term goals outlined in the memo indicate where 
the task force is at this time.  The long term goals are intended to strengthen those basic 
management practices. Alice stressed that this will be a work in progress over the next several 
years.  
 
The “Site Assessment for Chemical Appropriateness” document addresses the transparency issues 
that come up when pesticides and herbicides are used in high profile areas.  Alice anticipated that 
the flow chart would be refined as it is used.  She said that the charge of the committee was to look 
at a pesticide ban with exceptions and to develop a thorough process for evaluating those 
exceptions.  A list will be created of chemicals that will be banned entirely. 
 
Public Participation 
None 
 
Return to Board & Staff 
Larry MacDonnell said that the process looked very complicating and was concerned that it  may 
be too difficult to use.  Alice assured him that staff has worked with the flow chart all along and it 
actually gives them defensibility and the ability to explain what they do.  Sean Kendall said that the 
chart really simplifies the process in the long run.  He gave an example of how the scoring process 
works and guides direction through the flow chart.  Ken Dunn agreed with Sean that this appears to 
be cutting edge and urged that it be shared with other groups. Staff agreed that this could be done 
easily once a final document is ready.    
 
Mike Patton asked Alice to give an update on the West Nile virus.  Alice said that she met with 
Chuck Stout and Christine Andersen recently.  She related that Chuck is still very concerned about 
the open space properties that are adjacent to county areas that will be treated.  Alice and Bryan 
Pritchett have been discussing how these areas will be evaluated and monitored.  Several residents 
on Gapter Road and Old Tale Road don’t even want nuisance mosquitoes, which are not vectors.    
 
Mike Patton told the Board that the evening’s discussion about prairie dogs did not give a complete 
picture of the ongoing interaction between the city and these private property owners.  He told 
them that staff has been far more responsive than what the conversation implied and there is a 
paper trail documenting this recurring dialogue.  Mike said that staff remains in the same position 
regarding what can be done about the prairie dogs, but it is not from the lack of concern about the 
problem.  Jim Reeder reminded the Board that hay production was down all over the system.  Ken 
Dunn pointed out that the important aspect of this problem is the fact that these people are unhappy 
about being neighbors to OSMP and this could be detrimental to the department in the long run. 
 
ADJOURNMENT – The meeting adjourned at 8:20 p.m. 
 
These draft minutes were prepared by Cecil Fenio. 
 
 


